Decisive as the body of evidence now on record appears to be in favour of the conclusion that cholera is communicated by the rice-water discharges, I fear it will be a long time yet before this conclusion, and all its momentous practical consequences, will be adopted by the profession generally. That it will ultimately prevail universally, I have no doubt; and I even go so far as to believe, that the time will come when this truth will be held to be so obvious, that, to say that cholera is contagious, and to say that it is propagated by the discharges from the sick, will seem like uttering identical propositions. Meanwhile, the clear duty of those who believe cholera to be propagated by the rice-water discharges, is to lose no opportunity of urging the adoption of the measures which this belief suggests. Whether this mode of propagation be considered to be absolutely proved or not, the facts in favour of it now on record, are so strong, as to impose on all who neglect such measures, an amount of responsibility which it is difficult to suppose any conscientious man At a short distance from the gaol, flows a branch of the river, through St Thomas's, one of those described above. It passed through a mill, the Castle Mill?is dammed up for the mill-head, above the mill?and when flowing through the mill, forms a brisk stream in the mill-tail, carrying with it whatever impurities it obtained in the mill-head. When the mill is not at work, and the water is ponded up, the mill-tail becomes, as all such spots do, a nearly stagnant pool. This year (1854), the river was unusually low, and at the date of my inspection of the prison, this pool contained various garbage stationary on its surface and its bottom. Further, a drain from the prison flowed into the pool; within ten feet of the mouth of this running drain, the supply-pipe from the prison sucked up the contents of the pool for the prison use. From this source the kitchen coppers were supplied, and with this water the soup and the gruel, important articles in the weekly diet, were made. 
